[Be careful in using flecainide by hemodialyzed patients].
Cardiac arrhythmias are frequent by hemodialyzed patients and may lead to the prescription of antiarrhythmic drugs among which flecainide. However there is for this latter a wide interindividual variability in the dose-plasma concentration relationship because of a genetically controlled polymorphic metabolism. That explains why it is not possible to adjust dose only to renal clearance. It becomes even more difficult at hemodialysis stage, especially if hepatic insufficiency and/or certain medications join to it. So this antiarrhythmic drug has to be cautiously initiated and plasma concentrations have to be carefully monitored to avoid side effects, sometimes crippling as in our observation, sometimes as cardiac complications.